
If you have not had the opportunity to listen to   
Ray Olivarez of Olivarez Honey Bees you don’t  
want to miss the Lorain County Beekeepers End of 
Summer Classic 2021 this September. Even though 
some details are not finalized we wanted to get the 
word out. We anticipate the turnout to be large that 
is why we have selected the Lorain County 
Fairground as our venue. Lots of space, parking, 
Grandstands, fresh air and a commercial building 
with all the accessories!
You will get no greater cutting edge information from 
anyone in the industry better than Ray Olivarez.
It truly is all about the bees at Olivarez Honey Bees, 
and Ray feels blessed to have created a culture of 
bee lovers at OHB, and has surrounded his bees with 
some of the best people you can imagine.
Ray credits his “core” knowledge of bees to the time 
he spent working bees with his Dad during some 
very lean years for beekeepers in the 1990s, when 
he faced the onset of Tracheal and Varroa mites, 
and a very steep learning curve. Today, he feels that 
keeping healthy bees and producing a top-notch 
product go hand in hand with beekeepers working 
together and sharing as much knowledge with 
one another as possible. Ray feels that OHB's core 
customers are some of the best “researchers” out 
there, an incredible source of information, and he 
relies on their input to bring his thoughts back   
to center.
OHB breeds 180,000 European, Carniolan, and 
Saskatraz queens every year, and 100,000 more at 
their Hawaii operation. These varieties are selected 
for gentleness, honey production, brood production, 
overwintering ability, disease tolerance, and overall 

health. This complex process involves researchers, breeders, 
microbiologists, and feedback from beekeepers. While there are 
many factors affecting pollinator health, a lack of diverse, natural 
forage is the most detrimental. That’s why after queen breeding 
season, the bees are sent to the pollen and nectar rich prairies 
and alfalfa fields of Montana. There they produce high quality 
honey and enjoy a nutrient rich diet to build up the health of the 
hive for brood season.
OHB ships queen bees all over the US, Canada, and even to Dubai. 
They also sell packaged bees, produce honey, and contract out 
their own bees for pollination in the Sacramento Valley. They are 
currently expanding their business to include a restaurant and 
meadery in town. They expect their first honey wine to be ready  
in December. 
For more information on Ray Olivarez and Olivarez Honey Bees 
visit: www.ohbees.com
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